About Doug Kennedy
(This paragraph to be in a pop-up or extension, not in full in the displayed page)

Doug Kennedy likes to create things: things that will add to the World in some way. This site brings some of this work out from under wraps, focusing on environmental ideas and initiatives, exploration of the countryside and his creative output. 
Underlying his work lies a deep love of our natural environment, for its beauty and as a place to enjoy, but also as a naturalist and environmentalist. 
So you will find some fabulous places to visit and wander through on his ‘Adventure’ blogs, or get a foretaste by browsing his lovely photographs which can be purchased for private enjoyment or publication.
In the 1980s, Doug wrote and published music for the guitar, including several of his own guitar tutor books, and transcriptions of the songs of Ralph McTell, Bert Jansch and Martin Carthy. He is still playing guitar and performing each month with his duo partner, Jamie Strachan.

More recently, Doug has had five photobooks of English landscapes published and his most recent work, Wildlife Of the Pennine Hills (Merlin Unwin publishers) is a larger book full of information and illustrated by over 200 brilliant wildlife photographs (mostly taken by Tim Melling).

Doug lives in Buckinghamshire with his wife, Lindsey, and Ruby the dachshund. His environmental campaigning now focuses on seeking the restoration of our polluted rivers.
(The following two items could be alongside each other?)
Environmental Campaigning

The River Thame

This is a tributary of the River Thames that runs for about 50 kilometres from above Aylesbury in Buckinghamshire to below Dorchester-on-Thames in Oxfordshire. Its river valley is through an attractive rural landscape, a little to the west of the Chiltern Hills.

In spite of a great deal of work being done by the River Thame Conservation Trust (RTCT) and others, water quality in the River Thame has been getting worse (see Background section below). Much of the river is now choked with reeds and has lost most of its fish and all of its frogs, although the invasive signal crayfish are doing quite well. This is largely because nutrient pollution in the Thame is consistently high and getting higher.
The R.Thame today




In an ideal World….
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Although the Thame runs through a rural landscape, there are several towns and many villages spread through its catchment and, over time, many sewage works have been installed. These are owned by Thames Water, and you can see their location and how they are preforming online here.

Our campaign to improve the river has a big task on its hands, which is not helped by the national government’s drive to build more houses. This is because the existing infrastructure is getting increasingly stretched, and most of these are being built on farmland and other previously undeveloped places, and checks on the efficacy of their drains are insufficient.
However, if Paris can clean up the Seine, surely we can get a little river like the Thame back to health!
English Chalk Streams

From 2017 to 2023, Doug headed up a project within The Chiltern Society called the Chalk Rivers Action Group whose purpose was to raise awareness of, and restore the beautiful and rare chalk streams that flow across the Chilterns, and also through the South Downs, North Norfolk, and the Yorkshire Wolds. With the help of Feargal Sharkey and many others, chalk streams became a national issue with coverage on TV and in the press. A Chalk Streams Strategy was developed by the hard work of Charles Rangeley Wilson, a Norfolk volunteer, and extra funding was provided to improve the Rivers Chess and Pang. The Chiltern Chalkstream Project team was also substantially beefed up and continues to do great work today.
Guitarist, Folk Singer and Songwriter
Doug plays folk and classical guitar and performs regularly with the remarkable multi-instrumentalist and singer, Jamie Strachan as a duo. Jamie And Doug’s Folk Night takes place on the second Friday of each month at The Playing Fields Clubhouse, Bernard Close, Cuddington, Bucks HP18.

Jamie & Doug play for events and occasionally in music venues – for more information email contact@doug-kennedy.com.

